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Boom Finishes Sorting Logs 
 
Captain W.F. McGray Hitches Last Log, as He Did First Fifty Eight Years Ago. 
 
Number of Stillwater Men, Former Boom Employees, at the Works During the Day. 
 

At just half past two o’clock, Friday afternoon, June 12, 1914, the last log passed 
through the sorting works of the St. Croix Boom Company.  Captain W. F. McGray, who 
hitched the first log that passed through the works in the year 1856, who was employed 
by the Boom Company for fifty years, during the majority of which he was the efficient 
superintendent of the works, having at times four to five hundred men under him, also 
hitched the last log. 

In the morning, as the guests of President McCuish of the Boom Company, R. S. 
Davis, president of the First National Bank, Eugene O’Neal, Ed Welch, W.C. Masterman 
and Rev. John McCoy visited the boom and took dinner at the works, and watched the 
last few logs go through the gap.  In the afternoon L.B. Castle, who “worked on the 
boom” in ’68, Senator Geo. H. Sullivan, also a boom graduate and Jack Welsh were 
present, as was Luke Royal and watched with interest the final proceedings. 

After dinner Photographer Runk took several snap shots of the crew and the 
members of Mr. McCuish’s party, several of whom “worked on the boom” many years 
ago and also took photographs of the men at work on the stringers and of Superintendent 
Brennan and Captain McGray. 

It has been two years since any logs were cut and banked on the St. Croix; the 
logs that have come through the boom this year formed the rear of last season’s drive. 

The crew will now go to work cleaning up the river, pulling the piles, and soon 
the evidences of the St. Croix as once having been a logging stream will have nearly 
vanished. 

It is a far cry from the date when the first log floated down the St. Croix until the 
present.  The boom company was organized in 1851 with capital stock of $10,000.00; the 
incorporators were Orange Walker and George B. Judd of Marine; John McKusick, 
Socrates Nelson and Levi Churchill of Stillwater; Daniel Mears and William Kent of 
Osceola and W.H.C. Folsom of Taylors Falls.  Fred Bartlett was the first secretary, and 
he was succeeded by David B. Loomis.  The first boom was built near an island opposite 
and above Osceola, but it was found later that this location was not the best, as the 
channel was too narrow for the annually increasing production of logs and the company 
procured a new charter in 1856 with power to construct booms from the head of the lake 
to Taylors Falls.  The capital stock was increased finally to $100,000.00.  The 
incorporators were Martin Mower, W.H.C. Folsom, Issac Staples, Christopher Carli and 
Samuel Burkleo. 

The new boom was placed a mile and a half above Stillwater, and here it has 
remained ever since, fifty-eight years. 

There were logs cut on the St. Croix River as early as 1837; in that season, 1837-
1838, the figures are given as 300,000 feet; the next year the cut was 700,000 feet.  The 



cut reached 110 million in 1852-3.  High tide was reached in the year 1890 the enormous 
cut of 452,000,000 feet passing through the boom that year, and the amount was nearly 
approached in 1892 when 436,900,000 feet came down the river.  The great Hinckley fire 
which destroyed and damaged stupendous amounts of timber on the St. Croix, was 
responsible for a large increase in the cut subsequent to that event, there having passed 
through the boom in 1895, 373 millions; in 1896 321 millions; 1897 311 millions; 1898, 
336 millions; 1899, 391 millions; 1900, 339 millions, and in 1901 261 millions.  In 1902 
there were 175 millions came through the boom, which was increased in the two years 
following to 270 and 221 millions respectively, but in 1905 the amount dropped to 121 
millions, and there has been a gradual decrease ever since until now the end has come.   

The total amount of logs in feet that the St. Croix Has yielded since the first axe 
was sunk into a tree in the virgin forests that stretched along its upper reaches, as told by 
the records and otherwise, is thirteen billion and seventy-nine million feet. 

A little computation will show the tremendous amount of money involved and 
what the St. Croix has meant all these years to the inhabitants of its valley.  


